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HOW TO READ
A PAST PERFORMANCE

TWINSPIRES CUSTOMERS GET FREE BRISNET PPs FOR TRACKS THEY WAGER ON
The Brisnet.com Ultimate PPs are the most detailed past performance product on the market and include
speed ratings, pace figures, exclusive Prime Power and Class ratings, detailed jockey and trainer statistics, and

pedigree information. Start using Ultimate PPs and discover why Brisnet.com is the handicapper's edge.
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BELMONT WEEKEND STAKES SCHEDULE

Race Grade Purse Restrictions Surface Distance

THURSDAY, JUNE 6

Astoria $150,000 F2YO Dirt 51/2
Intercontinental Il $200,000 F&M 4&UP Turf 7 Furlongs
Wonder Again 1] $200,000 F3YO Turf 11/8

FRIDAY, JUNE 7

Bed O’ Roses Invitational Il $250,000 F&M 4&UP Dirt 7 Furlongs
Belmont Gold Cup Invitational Il $400,000 4&UP Turf 2 Miles

New York Il $600,000 F&M 4&UP Turf 11/4

Tremont $150,000 2YO Dirt 5 1/2 Furlongs
True North Il $250,000 4&UP Dirt 6 1/2 Furlongs

SATURDAY, JUNE 08

Acorn Stakes I $700,000 F3YO Dirt 1 Mile
Belmont Stakes I $1,500,000 3YO Dirt 11/2
Easy Goer $150,000 3YO Dirt 11/16
Jaipur Invitational (BC) I $400,000 4&UP Turf 6 Furlongs
Longines Just a Game I $700,000 F&M 4&UP Turf 1 Mile
Manhattan I $1,000,000 4&UP Turf 11/4
Ogden Phipps (BC) | $700,000 F&M 4&UP  Dirt 11/16
Runhappy Metropolitan Handicap (BC) I $1,200,000  3&UP Dirt 1 Mile
Woodford Reserve Brooklyn Invitational Il $400,000 4&UP Dirt 11/2
Woody Stephens presented by Mohegan Sun | $400,000 3YO Dirt 7 Furlongs
A A
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AT A GLANCE

A look at the current Belmont Park meet: April 26, 2019 through June 2, 2019

AVG. WINNING ODDS: 4.55 - 1
FAVORITE WIN%: 40% FAVORITE ITM%: 78%

EXOTICS PAYOFF

Quinella 32.80
Exacta 68.84
Daily Double 66.18
Trifecta 352.76
Pick 3 361.71
Superfecta 1,719.01
Pick 6 10,000.06
Pick 4 2,558.81
Pick 5 20,407.15
Grand Slam 88.53

TRACK BIAS MEET (04/26 - 06/02)

Distance # Race % Wire Best Style
6.0fDirt 43 35% P
7.0fDirt 23 22% S
1 MileDirt 20 50% E
1 1/16mDirt 25 16% E
InTf Sprint 19 16% P
Turf Sprint 16 13% P
InTf Routes 24 21% E
Turf Routes 25 12% P

WHO'S HOT, WHO'S NOT

Best Posts
Middle
Outside
Outside
Middle
Ins/Mid
Inside
Rail/Ins
MiddleTurf

TRACK BIAS WEEK (05/27 - 06/02)

Distance # Race % Wire Best Style Best Posts
6.0fDirt 10 40% P Middle
7.0fDirt 6 0% E/P Middle

1 MileDirt 2 50% E/P Inside

1 1/16mDirt 7 29% E Middle
InTf Sprint 4 0% B Middle
Turf Sprint & 0% E/P Mid/Out
InTf Routes 5 20% E/P Outside
Turf Routes 5 0% P Rail/Ins

HOT TRAINERS Starts

Englehart Jeremiah C. 15 5
Handal Raymond 4 3
Casse Mark E. 6 3
McLaughlin Kiaran P. 9 3
HOT JOCKEYS Starts

Ortiz Jose L. 30 9
Davis Dylan 32 8
Castellano Javier 18 5
COLD TRAINERS Starts

Contessa Gary C. 14 0
Levine Bruce N. 10 0
COLD JOCKEYS Starts

Reyes Luis R. 16 0
Camacho, Jr. Samuel 14 0
Maragh Rajiv 12 0

Winning Favorites ‘18-"19 Win %
10.34 1 24%
7.16 0 18%
6.81 0 18%
8.97 2 20%
'18-"19 Win %
4.88 5 18%
11.30 5] 14%
5.41 2 21%
‘18-"19 Win %
12.63 0 10%
28.14 0 11%
‘17-'18 Win %
33.84 1 6%
33.30 1 7%
26.04 0 10%
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BELMONT STAKES CONTENDERS

N\ WAR OF WILL
Owner: Gary Barber
Trainer: Mark Casse Jockey: Tyler Gaffalione

Pedigree: War Front-Visions of Clarity, by Sadler’'s Wells

Kentucky Derby escape artist and Preakness hero aims for pro tem divisional leadership.

5! TACITUS
Owner: Juddmonte Farms
Trainer: Bill Mott Jockey: Jose Ortiz

Pedigree: Tapit-Close Hatches, by First Defence

Wood Memorial (G2) and Tampa Bay Derby (G2) winner, placed third in the Kentucky Derby, figures to
handle the 1 1/2-mile distance.

)X MASTER FENCER
Owner: Katsumi & Yasuyo Yoshizawa

Trainer: Koichi Tsunoda Jockey: Julien Leparoux
Pedigree: Just a Way-Sexy Zamurai, by Deputy Minister

Japanese shipper, hard-charging Derby sixth, hopes to improve on compatriot Lani’s third here in 2016.

il
N TAX
Owner: R.A. Hill Stable, Reeves Thoroughbred Racing, Hugh Lynch & Corms Racing Stable

Trainer: Danny Gargan Jockey: Irad Ortiz, Jr.
Pedigree: Arch-Toll, by Giant's Causeway

Withers (G3) winner and Wood runner-up ran well below his best when 14th in the Derby.

5 SPINOFF
Owner: Wertheimer et Frere
Trainer: Todd Pletcher Jockey: Javier Castellano

Pedigree: Hard Spun-Zaftig, by Gone West

Louisiana Derby (G2) runner-up, a too-bad-to-be-true 18th in the Kentucky Derby, didn’t enjoy the slop.

TS
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BELMONT STAKES CONTENDERS

S EVERFAST
Owner: Calumet Farm
Trainer: Dale Romans Jockey: Luis Saez

Pedigree: Take Charge Indy-Awesome Surprise, by Awesome Again

Preakness runner-up had looked exposed before outperforming his odds at Pimlico.

S\ BOURBON WAR
Owner: Bourbon Lane Stable & Lake Star Stable

Trainer: Mark Hennig Jockey: Mike Smith
Pedigree: Tapit-My Conquestadory, by Artie Schiller

Fountain of Youth (G2) runner-up and Florida Derby (G1) fourth didn’t progress as hoped when adding
blinkers in the Preakness, where he checked in eighth.

&' SIR WINSTON
Owner: Tracy Farmer

Trainer: Mark Casse Jockey: Joel Rosario
Pedigree: Awesome Again-La Gran Bailadora, by Afleet Alex

Display winner, unplaced in a trio of Derby points races, closed well for second in the Peter Pan.

S\ INTREPID HEART
Owner: Robert & Lawana Low
Trainer: Todd Pletcher Jockey: John Velazquez

Pedigree: Tapit-Flaming Heart, by Touch Gold

Half-brother to 2014 Belmont near-misser Commissioner suffered his first loss in the Peter Pan, finishing
third as the favorite after a stumbling start.

"\ JOEVIA
Owner: Michael Fazio & Jeff Fazio
Trainer: Greg Sacco Jockey: Jose Lezcano

Pedigree: Shanghai Bobby-Peace Process, by War Front

Breakthrough in Monmouth Park’s Long Branch came after his Wood Memorial debacle, where he was
demoted from seventh to 11th for interference.

TS
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EXPERT PICKS FOR BELMONT STAKES DAY

We've assembled an expert team of handicappers to give their top picks for stakes racing on Belmont Stakes Day.

SATURDAY, JUNE 8 Belmont Park

RACING FESTIVAL

BELMONT
STAKES
-151-

JUNE 6-8

JUST A GAME (G1)

JAIPUR INVITATIONAL STAKES

(G3)

ACORN (G1)

WOODY STEPHENS STAKES (G2)

METROPOLITAN HANDICAP (G1)

MANHATTAN (G1)

BELMONT STAKES (G1)

Ed DeRosa
@EJXD2

1
9

Beau Recall
Got Stormy
Daddy Is a Legend

Belvoir Bay
World of Trouble
Diamond Oops

Ce Ce
Serengeti Empress

Queen of Beas

Honest Mischief
Mind Control

10 Lexitonian

3

N O

8

Mitole
Prince Lucky

Firenze Fire

Bricks And Mortar

10 Channel Maker

5

Channel Cat

Master Fencer
Intrepid Heart
Spinoff

i I
Vance Hanson
@VPHanson

4 Rushing Fall
6 Environs

1 Daddy Is a Legend

6 Disco Partner
World of Trouble
Om

9 CeCe
Bell's the One

1 Serengeti Empress

IS

1 Honest Mischief
6 Nitrous
Mind Control

Firenze Fire
Mitole

w

Tale of Silence

oo

Bricks and Mortar

w

Robert Bruce

Bandua

6 Spinoff
10 Tacitus
9 War of Will

Ashley Anderson

@twinspires

8

Beau Recall
Rushing Fall
Daddy Is a Legend

World of Trouble
Belvoir Bay

Disco Partner

Ce Ce
Serengeti Empress

Cookie Dough

Mind Control
Honest Mischief

Borracho

McKinzie
Mitole

Promises Fulfilled

Bricks and Mortar

10 Channel Maker

4

7

Qurbaan

Sir Winston

10 Tacitus

6

Spinoff

e
Jeremy Balan
@JeremyBalan

8
3

Rushing Fall
Environs

Got Stormy

Disco Partner
World of Trouble
Om

Ce Ce
Guarana

Queen of Beas

Honest Mischief
Strike Silver
Mind Control

McKinzie
Coal Front

Prince Lucky

Bricks and Mortar

Robert Bruce

10 Channel Maker

10 Tacitus

8
6

Intrepid Heart
Spinoff
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James Scully
@James_Scully111

Got Stormy
Beau Recall
4 Rushing Fall

6 Disco Partner
8 World of Trouble
7 Belvoir Bay (#7)

Ce Ce
Guarana

Serengeti Empress

1 Honest Mischief
11 Wendell Fong

3 Borracho

Thunder Snow
Mitole
9 Prince Lucky

10 Channel Maker
8 Bricks and Mortar
4 Qurbaan

6 Spinoff
10 Tacitus
8 Intrepid Heat
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TWINSPIRES TIPSHEET

151ST RUNNING OF THE BELMONT STAKES

RACING FESTIVAL

BELMONT
STAKES
151"

1 1/2-Miles
PURSE $1,500,000

JUNE 6-8

POST HORSE ML ODDS
1 Joevia 30-1

Everfast 12-1
< Master Fencer 8-1
4 Tax 15-1
5 Bourbon War 12-1

n Spinoff 15-1
B2 sir Winston 12-1

8 Intrepid Heart 10-1
9  War Of Will 2-1
10 Tacitus 9-5

powered by brisnet.com

The third leg of the Triple Crown will take place on Saturday
in the $1.5 million Belmont Stakes (G1). A well-matched field
of 10 sophomores will travel 1 ¥2 miles over Big Sandy in a
race dubbed as the 'Test of the Champion'.

TAX (#4) (15-1) didn’t handle the sloppy surface at Churchill
Downs five weeks prior but rates a solid upset chance in

the Belmont with expected improvement. Trained by Danny
Gargan, the son of Arch bagged the Withers Stakes (G3) in
his three-year-old debut and finished a good second in the
Wood Memorial Stakes (G2), prior to his run in the Kentucky
Derby (G1).

The Kentucky-bred gelding has the pedigree to thrive at 1 %2
miles and his high cruising speed is tailor-made for a race of
this nature. In addition, Tax receives a positive rider change to
Irad Ortiz, Jr., who owns multiple riding titles at Belmont Park.

WAR OF WILL (#9) (2-1) relaxed much better in the early
stages of his Preakness Stakes (G1) score for conditioner
Mark Casse. The ultra-talented son of War Front has really
transformed his game since moving to the dirt in his 2018
finale beneath the Twin Spires, garnering a trio of graded
stakes wins from five starts this campaign.

The Belmont Stakes (Gr 1)

TOP PICKS

4 Tax

9 War of Will
10  Tacitus

4 ($20)

$10 EXACTA KEY BOX

4 with 9,10 ($40)

$1 TRIFECTA

4,9,10 with 4,9,10 with all = ($48)

The future stallion boasts a pedigree full of class, and he
could benefit from being well off the fence today after being
buried on the rail in his first pair of Triple Crown endeavors.
War of Will will be as fit as any runner in the field as he aims
for a second classic score. Tyler Gaffalione will have the colt
forwardly placed, if not on the lead, in the early going.

Kentucky Derby (G1) third TACITUS (#10) (9-5) draws widest
but is the morning-line choice, nonetheless. The gray

colt is by Tapit, who has sired a trio of Belmont winners in
recent years, and trainer Bill Mott had this race marked just
moments after his solid closing run in Louisville.

The Juddmonte Farms’ homebred shows three morning
breezes at Belmont Park in preparation of the race, which
includes a bullet five-eighths on Sunday. Conditioned by Bill
Mott, Tacitus has earned triple-digit BRIS Late Pace figures in
three races in succession to indicate that he will handle the
extra distance on Saturday. Belmont staple Jose Ortiz retains
the mount atop the excellent colt.
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RUN STYLES IN THE BELMONT STAKES:
TACTICAL SPEED PLAYS WELL

by James Scully

When it comes to run styles in the Belmont Stakes, the
extended distance can provide an edge to horses possessing
tactical speed.

The longest of three American Triple Crown races, the 1 V2-mile
Belmont Stakes typically features a less demanding pace than
the Kentucky Derby and Preakness and horses racing on or
within striking range of the lead can save something for the
latter stages after moderate fractions.

Last year's Triple Crown serves as a perfect example: Justify
chased an opening half-mile of 45 3/5 seconds in the Kentucky
Derby and a 47-second half in the Preakness. The imposing
front-runner seized upon an easier set-up in the Belmont
Stakes, reaching the half-mile mark in 48 seconds with a two-
length lead, and rolled to a wire-to-wire decision.

Factors such as form, pedigree, connections and race shape
remain important, but late runners often find themselves at a
disadvantage in the Belmont Stakes. The opening half-mile has
been completed in less than 48 seconds only twice in the last
decade and it’s proven difficult to make up significant ground
over the final furlongs on the 1 Y2-mile oval known as “Big
Sandy.

Six of the last eight Belmont Stakes winners raced on or

within three lengths of the lead after the opening quarter-

mile. Reaching a striking position by the far turn has been
advantageous and only a pair of confirmed closers (Creator and
Summer Bird) have won in the last dozen years.

2019 BELMONT STAKES

Another moderate pace appears likely in Saturday’s 151st
running of the Belmont Stakes.

The 10-horse field attracted only one need-the-lead type, 30-1
outsider Joevia. He'll show speed from his innermost post to
gain the advantage and look to slow the tempo rounding the
first turn.

At least three rivals appear poised to race up close (Spinoff, Tax
and War of Will) and wire-to-wire maiden winner Intrepid Heart
could be more prominent early with the addition of blinkers.

Tacitus, the 9-5 morning line, has raced at least eight lengths
behind the pace after the opening-half mile of his last three
starts.

HORSE Y-MILE POSITION (LENGTHS BEHIND) '2-MILE MILE

Justify 1st 1st 1st

Tapwrit 3rd (1 Y2-lgths) 3rd (2-1gths) 4th (2-Igths)
Creator 11th (9 3-lgths) 10th (8-Igths) 6th (3 Y2-Igths)
American Pharoah 1st 1st 1st

Tonalist 6th (3-lgths) 3rd (1-lgth) 3rd (1-lgth)

Palace Malice 5th (2 Y2-Igths)

Union Rags 5th (4-lgths)
Ruler on Ice 2nd (2-1gths)

Drosselmeyer 6th (5-Igths)

4th (2-Igths) 3rd (Y2-Igth)

5th (4-lgths) 3rd (3 Y2-lgths)
2nd (1 Y2-Igths) 2nd (1-Igth)

5th (4-lgths) 5th (2 Y2-Igths)
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A SALUTE TO 1943 TRIPLE CROWN

LEGEND COUNT FLEET

by Kellie Reilly

At this time a year ago, as Justify was on the verge of an
historic Triple Crown sweep in the Belmont (G1), it did not
occur to me that would be the last time we saw the equine
meteor in action. An ankle issue surfaced in July, prompting his
retirement to stud. His entire racing career spanned fewer than
four months.

Although Justify is unique in the record book as a Triple Crown
winner who did not race at two, he is the second one to make
the Belmont his last hurrah. The first was Count Fleet (1943),
thanks to an injury sustained during his 25-length rout in the
“Test of the Champion.”

To commemorate Count Fleet, we're dusting off his story that
was originally published in 2008 as one of the “On the Muscle”
features on kentuckyderby.com.

*kkk

Imagine a year without the Kentucky Derby. Far from being the
premise of a bleak futuristic novel, or a flight of sci-fi fantasy in
an alternate universe, it nearly happened in 1943. Confronted
by the crushing demands that World War Il placed upon both
transportation and vital materials, federal authorities suggested
that the historic “Run for the Roses” be scrapped that year.
Were it not for the shrewd energies of Col. Matt Winn, the
legendary Churchill Downs supremo who responded swiftly to
meet the government’s concerns, Derby lore would have been
deprived of one of its greatest champions, Count Fleet.

Count Fleet was a fine proof of the axiom that appearances can
be deceiving. Concealed within his smallish, unprepossessing
frame was speed of the highest order, matched by boundless
stamina and an eccentric willfulness that gave his handlers fits
in his younger days. If this member of the equine nobility had

a coat of arms, it would be emblazoned with the motto, “Full
steam ahead.”

The brown colt's odyssey begins with his sire, 1928 Kentucky
Derby hero Reigh Count, who caught the attention of John
Hertz at Saratoga the summer before his classic success. Hertz,
the entrepreneur of Yellow Cab Company and Hertz Rent-a-Car
fame, marveled at Reigh Count'’s fiercely competitive spirit on
display in a maiden contest. Storming from far off the pace,
Reigh Count drew alongside the leader at the sixteenth-pole,
leaned over and sank his teeth into his rival, before surging to
victory. Hertz decided then and there to purchase Reigh Count
privately.

Reigh Count would reward Hertz's insight into his character.
Sporting the yellow silks of Mrs. Fannie Hertz, in whose name
all the Hertz horses were campaigned, the chestnut went on
to become Horse of the Year in 1928. Reigh Count shipped to
England in 1929 and performed with distinction, garnering the

prestigious Coronation Cup at Epsom. At stud, he transmitted
great staying capacity, but his progeny tended to be later-
developing types who lacked speed. Even when Reigh Count'’s
statistics as a sire began to decline, Hertz kept the faith and
continued to send a few mares to him each season.

One of those mares was a black speedball named Quickly,

who won 32 of 85 starts while competing in much less exalted
company than Reigh Count had. Enamored of her pedigree,
Hertz bought the daughter of Haste, believing that she would
supply the early dash that Reigh Count lacked. His forecast was
prophetic, but much time would elapse before the fulfillment.

e

| LR .-'-'

Quickly visited the court of Reigh Count in 1939, several
months before the German invasion of Poland ignited

World War Il in Europe. The following spring, on March 24,
1940, Count Fleet was foaled at Stoner Creek Stud near

Paris, Kentucky, but his entrance into the world was far from
impressive. The colt was small and sparely made, and his
austere looks did not improve as he progressed from weanling
to yearling in 1941. Indeed, Hertz put him up for sale that year.
The price tag on Count Fleet was set at $4,500, but although
a number of horsemen looked him over, there were no takers,
and he remained in the Hertz fold.

As war raged halfway round the globe, with the Nazi blitzkrieg
penetrating deep into the Russian heartland, Count Fleet
began his eventful education. The exuberant colt was difficult
to control, and his antics, though not intended to be harmful,
were at times downright dangerous for the people around him.
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CONTINUED

Still, in the midst of Count Fleet's quirks, bucks, lurches and
eccentricities, his first exercise rider, stable hand Sam Ransom,
sensed a serious talent, which Hertz recalled in his Racing
Memoirs:

“Mr. Hertz, don't ever sell that leggy, brown colt,” Ransom
advised. “He has tried to kill me in every way | know of, not
out of meanness, but he sure has brushed me up against every
tree and barn on the place that he could. Mr. Hertz, when that
leggy, brown colt wants to run, he can just about fly.”

Decades later, Ransom recounted a very different version of the
tale. According to Ransom, he actually approached Mrs. Hertz
with the advice not to sell Count Fleet, and Hertz was none too
pleased with his meddling. Indeed, Hertz told him flatly not to
volunteer such thoughts again.

Count Fleet was slated to take part in the first trial of the Hertz
yearlings in November of 1941, weeks before the attack on
Pearl Harbor plunged the United States into war. Unfortunately,
he was forced to sit on the sidelines with a common malady for
youngsters, a bucked shin.

In early 1942, Count Fleet was sent to trainer Don Cameron in
New York. In an effort to curb the colt’s idiosyncratic behavior,
he was fitted with blinkers during his exercise, but it was only

a partial help. His regular rider, Hall of Famer John Longden,
later recalled that Hertz was again trying to sell Count Fleet,
worried that the problem colt could wind up hurting his jockey.
This time, it was Longden who issued a ringing endorsement of
Count Fleet, persuading Hertz to keep him.

After finishing runner-up in his first two outings, Count Fleet
began to learn what was required of him. He broke through
with back-to-back victories by a combined nine lengths

and was promptly regarded as the best two-year-old in the
East. Just when it looked like he was putting it all together,
however, Count Fleet threw in the worst effort of his career

in the Futurity S. at Belmont Park, winding up a distant third.
Longden and Hertz offered a colorful explanation for his non-
performance. They believed that he was more interested in
hanging around the filly, second-place finisher Askmenow, than
he was in racing. Other observers discounted that theory. Just
days before the race, Count Fleet had drilled six furlongs in a
mind-boggling 1:08 1/5, near world-record time in his day, and
may have been feeling the effects of that move.

Whatever torpedoed “The Fleet” in the Futurity, he would
never again taste defeat. The Hertz colt first perfected the art
of front running next time out in the Champagne S., romping
by six lengths in a sensational 1:34 4/5 for the mile at Belmont
Park. Not only did he set a new track record, but he also
established a new world record for a juvenile at the distance.
In rapid succession followed similar demolition jobs in an
allowance event at old Jamaica, the Pimlico Futurity and the

Walden S., embarrassing his opponents by 30 lengths in the
latter despite throwing a shoe.

So completely had The Count annihilated his competition, that
he was assigned a staggering 132 pounds on the Experimental
Free Handicap. No horse, before or since, has ever been so
highly rated in this annual assessment of the two-year-old
crop, published since 1933. Needless to say, he also garnered
champion two-year-old honors.

Meanwhile, as Count Fleet was sweeping all before him in the
late autumn of 1942, the American armed forces were engaged
in fierce fighting in the Pacific, a new theater of operations had
just commenced in North Africa, and a landing on European
soil was envisaged for the following year. The home front was
of critical importance for the waging of total war. Accordingly,
such critical commodities as gasoline were rationed, and the
transportation infrastructure was geared to wartime necessities.
Therein lay the federal government’s concerns about the 1943
Kentucky Derby. If the typical out-of-town crowd tried to get
to Louisville, Kentucky, for the first Saturday in May, it would
probably cause all manner of headaches for the war effort.

Against this backdrop, Joseph B. Eastman, director of the
Office of Defense Transportation, declared over the winter,
"It would be better from a transportation stand-point if the
Kentucky Derby were not run this year.”

The very suggestion was anathema to the larger-than-life
Winn, the Churchill Downs president who had transformed the
May classic from a low-profile affair into the show-stopping
extravaganza that we know today.

“The Kentucky Derby will be run in 1943, even if there are only
two horses in the race, and only a half-dozen people in the
stands,” he promised.

The impresario was determined to stage the 69th Derby,
preserving its unbroken line of renewals since 1875, but in a
way that would resolve Eastman’s worries at a single stroke.
Winn averred that it would be held for locals only, eliminating
the need for additional transportation, and out-of-towners who
already had tickets would be able to turn them in for a refund.

As Winn would go on to proclaim, “We felt it our obligation to
the Thoroughbred racing and breeding industry, and to those
red-blooded boys who are fighting so magnificently to preserve
American ideals and institutions, to maintain the continuity of
the Kentucky Derby.”

Hence, with the burden of excess train travel effectively
removed, Eastman spared the 1943 Derby. Considering
Hertz's automotive background, and his wartime service as a
transportation adviser to the government, it would have been
the height of irony if his star colt were denied his chance of
glory because of transportation issues.
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Wartime restrictions affected many other race meetings, and in
the process, Count Fleet's sophomore campaign. With the old
Tropical Park closing early on January 8 because of gasoline
rationing, wintering in Florida was not an option. Instead,
Cameron shipped the colt, who was still small but started to fill
out, to Oaklawn Park to gear up for his assault on the classics.

Count Fleet returned to New York in the spring, and in a
time-honored tradition of racing pundits, the question was
raised whether he would pick up where he left off, or add his
name to the list of juvenile flashes in the pan. He answered

in thundering fashion. After coasting home in an allowance

on April 13, he cruised by 3 1/2 lengths four days later in the
Wood Memorial, then contested at Jamaica. Despite being
throttled down by Longden, The Fleet clocked 1 1/16 miles in
1:43, shattering the stakes record by more than two seconds
and nearly eclipsing the track mark. His performance was all
the more incredible because he had been slammed by a rival at
the start, slicing a gash just above his left hind hoof, and blood
was trickling from the wound.

An eerily similar injury had befallen his sire just before the
Derby, and only after round-the-clock veterinary efforts did
Reigh Count make it to the post in 1928. Count Fleet's Derby
hopes, once rescued from the imperatives of war, now hung
in the balance again. He shipped to Louisville on April 19,
and upon arrival, esteemed Daily Racing Form writer Charles
Hatton thought the colt’s left hind foot looked “mangled.”

The Count needed the latest therapies to treat his gash, ward
off such potentially serious complications as infection, and
ensure his date with destiny beneath the Twin Spires. Part

of the coronary band, and the hoof wall, were pared away;
sulfanilamide was applied as a topical treatment; ice, the old
tried-and-true remedy, was also invoked; and the area was
wrapped with a protective bandage. Through it all, Count Fleet
appeared sound while training at Churchill, and Hatton, who
reported meticulously on the hoof situation, observed that the
wound was looking better as the days passed. The champion’s
connections spoke of their confidence.

“| feel that if the race is at all truly run, it will not be close,”
Longden prophesied. “The colt loves to run, and he can run.
They say he is not much to look at, but he looks mighty good
from where | sit when he falls into that long stride.”

The fans agreed, and they pounded Count Fleet into 2-5
favoritism in the “Streetcar Derby,” so called because of

the most accessible manner of getting to the track in those
straitened times. Without the out-of-towners — notably the
celebrities, politicians and paragons of high society — the
clubhouse dining room was less densely occupied, and it

was also noted that there were fewer people milling around
the infield. Still, the crowd officially numbered 61,700, and
conspicuous among them were members of the armed forces.
Indeed, some were given tickets by generous out-of-town

boxholders, who preferred to support the troops instead of
pocketing their refunds.

As the Blood-Horse put it, “The Derby had its color, but it was
a new color — khaki.”

The khaki was not only represented at the track. Servicemen
were able to listen to the race via radio broadcast beamed to
far-flung corners of the globe.

Hopes were high among some spectators that, given Count
Fleet's penchant for blazing speed, he could set a new record
time. What they did not know, however, was that his hoof injury,
though progressing nicely, had still altered his training timetable.
As Hertz revealed in his memoirs, Count Fleet had been forced
to skip at least one key work in the lead-up to the Derby.

Short on fitness or not, The Fleet set sail that May 1 and never
looked back, despite the fact that he raced without his left
hind bandage, and in the cut-and-thrust of action, his wound
reopened. When the starting gate sprang open in the Derby,
the usual skirmishing for position ensued, and passing the
stands for the first time, The Fleet was momentarily bottled

up in traffic. That was not the place Longden wanted to be,
not only for tactical reasons, but because of the Hertz colt’s
intransigence.

As Longden said, “If he didn't have racing room, he'd go to the
outside or just climb over horses. If you were in close quarters
with him, you were in trouble.”

Longden was able to slip through the blockade, and The Fleet
rapidly secured his favored battle station — the lead. Gold
Shower, an old opponent from his rowdy juvenile days, tried to
match strides with him through the first half-mile in a testing
:46 3/5, but Count Fleet was racing in hand, and a spent

Gold Shower beat a retreat. On the far turn, another familiar
foe, Blue Swords, who had vainly chased him in the Wood
Memorial, tried to take aim on Count Fleet, but the effortlessly
moving target simply pulled out of his range. In the stretch, the
son of Reigh Count drew off to win by three lengths from the
valiant Blue Swords, who was himself six lengths clear of third.

Count Fleet took longer to navigate the 1 1/4-mile trip than his
most optimistic admirers had imagined, coming home in a slow
2:04 and prompting Hatton to say that the Streetcar Derby was
run in “streetcar time.” The Count must have taken umbrage
at that, for in his three remaining starts, he set or flirted with
stakes-record times.

Just one week later, on May 8, Count Fleet lined up for

the 1 3/16-mile Preakness S. and turned in an even more
commanding performance. Four lengths in front at the first call,
he widened his margin throughout, and Hatton believed that
the colt responded to the roar of the Pimlico crowd by surging
eight lengths clear at the wire. Among those cheering fans was
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Ransom, now in the Army and based in Maryland. A thoughtful
Mrs. Hertz made it possible for him, his Army pals and his
commanding officer to enjoy the race, and a victory celebration
to boot.

Poor Blue Swords, whose quaint weaponry was always going to
be outgunned by The Fleet, was second once more. He pulled
up sore and did not try to take on his conqueror again. In the
absence of Blue Swords, the Hertz colt faced only two opponents
in the one-mile Withers S. on May 22 and duly strolled by five
lengths in the Belmont mud.

When Count Fleet lined up in the June 5 Belmont S., seeking a
sweep of the Triple Crown, all that stood between him and racing
immortality was 1 1/2 miles. The two hopelessly overmatched
victims who went into the gate with him hardly qualified as
opposition. All The Fleet had to do was complete his victory
lap around the oval to claim the laurels. But he wanted to do

so much more. Tearing off at the start, the brown colt raced

not against his flesh-and-blood foes, but seemed to be vying
with history itself. Count Fleet straightaway steamed ahead by
eight lengths, then 20 lengths, galloping in majestic isolation
en route to a stakes-record final time of 2:28 1/5. At the wire,
he was officially credited with a 25-length triumph. Although
some felt that was a stingy approximation, it was still enough to
set a record margin of victory in the Belmont, a mark which was
eclipsed only by Secretariat's 31-length score in 1973.

Eagle-eyed observers, however, noticed that something was
amiss during the race. Some believed that they saw him take

a bad step entering the backstretch, while others glimpsed a
problem in the final quarter-mile. Longden likewise sensed that
all was not well.

| felt him bobble in the stretch and knew he had hurt himself,”
the Hall of Famer later said. | started to pull him up, but he'd
have none of it. He just grabbed the bit in that bull-headed way
of his and took off again.”

The Belmont proved to be a Pyrrhic victory, for Count Fleet had
suffered an ankle injury. The mishap was brushed aside at the
time as not significant, but it developed into a trickier issue than
first thought. He wound up never racing again, retiring with a
splendid mark of 16 wins, four seconds and one third from 21
starts, and $250,300 in earnings.

Hatton suggested that The Fleet may have been a casualty of
the war. In an effort to conserve gasoline, track maintenance was
restricted to the early morning hours, and the surface was not
watered or harrowed between races. As a result, Hatton noted
that the track was “deep in dust... and of somewhat uneven
texture” on Belmont Day.

Unanimously voted Horse of the Year for 1943, Count Fleet
returned to Stoner Creek, became a prominent stallion, and

lived to the advanced age of 33. One of his top sons, Count Turf,
captured the Kentucky Derby in 1951, forming the first three-

generation series of Derby heroes. The Fleet's enduring legacy,
however, came courtesy of his daughters. The great Kelso, a
five- time Horse of the Year, was out of a Count Fleet mare, and
another daughter of The Fleet became the granddam of the
extraordinary Mr. Prospector, whose sire line has enjoyed great
success in the past two decades of the Run for the Roses.

In this indirect way, a faint echo of Count Fleet still sounds at
Churchill on the first Saturday in May, in the very race that he
almost missed. Neither World War I, nor a wounded hoof, were
able to forestall his destined glory.

The last word belongs to Longden. Once the world’s winningest
jockey, he went on to train 1969 Derby winner Majestic Prince,
and remains the only person to score Derby victories as a rider
and as a trainer. In Longden’s appraisal, Count Fleet was the best
horse he had ever laid eyes on:

"] don't honestly think the horse was ever foaled who could beat
him."”

Bibliographical postscript: Sources include The Racing Memoirs of John Hertz as
told to Evan Shipman; Down the Stretch: The Story of Colonel Matt J. Winn as told
to Frank G. Menke; Daily Racing Form, especially Charles Hatton’s reportage; “A
Ransom Fit for a Count,” Deirdre B. Biles’ feature on Sam Ransom in The Blood-
Horse, April 23, 1988; Marvin Drager's Most Glorious Crown; Suzanne Wilding and
Anthony Del Balso’s Triple Crown Winners; Pohla Smith’s profile of Count Fleet

in Thoroughbred Champions: Top 100 Racehorses of the 20th Century published
by The Blood-Horse; and “Majestic Times,” Robert Henwood's feature on John
Longden in The Blood-Horse, February 25, 1989.
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