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HOW TO READ
A PAST PERFORMANCE

TWINSPIRES CUSTOMERS GET FREE BRISNET PPs FOR TRACKS THEY WAGER ON
The Brisnet.com Ultimate PPs are the most detailed past performance product on the market and include 
speed ratings, pace figures, exclusive Prime Power and Class ratings, detailed jockey and trainer statistics, and 
pedigree information. Start using Ultimate PPs and discover why Brisnet.com is the handicapper’s edge.
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Date Race Grade Purse Restrictions Surface Distance

Saturday, April 28 The William Walker  $100,000 3YO Turf 5 Furlongs

Thursday, May 3 Kentucky Juvenile  $100,000 2YO Dirt 5 Furlongs

Thursday, May 3 The Opening Verse Overnight Stakes  $70,000 3&UP Turf 1 Mile

Friday, May 4 The Edgewood III $200,000 F3YO Turf 1 1/16 Miles

Friday, May 4 The Eight Belles II $200,000 F3YO Dirt 7 Furlongs

Friday, May 4 The Alysheba II $400,000 4&UP Dirt 1 1/16 Miles

Friday, May 4 The La Troienne I $350,000 FM4&UP Dirt 1 1/16 Miles

Friday, May 4 The TwinSpires Turf Sprint III $200,000 3&UP Turf 5 Furlongs

Friday, May 4 The Kentucky Oaks I $1,000,000 F3YO Dirt 1 1/8 Miles

Saturday, May 5 The Pat Day Mile III $300,000 3YO Dirt 1 Mile

Saturday, May 5 The American Turf II $300,000 3YO Turf 1 1/16 Miles

Saturday, May 5 The Churchill Downs II $500,000 4&UP Dirt 7 Furlongs

Saturday, May 5 The Longines Churchill Distaff Turf Mile II $300,000 FM4&UP Turf 1 Mile

Saturday, May 5 The Humana Distaff I $300,000 FM4&UP Dirt 7 Furlongs

Saturday, May 5 Old Forester Turf Classic I $500,000 F3YO Turf 1 1/8 Miles

Saturday, May 5 The Kentucky Derby I $2,000,000 3YO Dirt 1 1/4 Miles

Saturday, May 12 The Unbridled Sidney Overnight Stakes  $70,000 FM3&UP Turf 5 Furlongs

Saturday, May 19 The Louisville Handicap III $100,000 3&UP Turf 1 1/2 Miles

Saturday, May 26 The Keertana Overnight Stakes  $70,000 FM3&UP Turf 1 1/2 Miles

Saturday, May 26 The Winning Colors III $100,000 FM3&UP Dirt 6 Furlongs

Saturday, June 2 The Aristides III $100,000 3&UP Dirt 6 Furlongs

Saturday, June 2 The Mighty Beau Overnight Stakes  $70,000 3&UP Turf 5 Furlongs

Saturday, June 9 The Old Forester Mint Julep Handicap III $100,000 3&UP Turf 1 1/16 Miles

Saturday, June16 The Matt Winn III $100,000 3YO Dirt 1 1/16 Miles

Saturday, June 16 The Regret III $100,000 F3YO Turf 1 1/18 Miles

Saturday, June 16 The Stephen Foster Handicap I $500,000 3&UP Dirt 1 1/8 Miles

Saturday, June 16 The Fleur De Lis Handicap II $200,000 FM3&UP Dirt 1 1/8 Miles

Saturday, June 16 The Wise Dan II $200,000 3&UP Turf 1 1/16 Miles

Saturday, June 23 The Roxelana Overnight Stakes  $70,000 FM3&UP Dirt 6 Furlongs

Saturday, June 30 The Kelly’s Landing Overnight Stakes  $70,000 3&UP Dirt 7 Furlongs

Saturday, June 30 The Debutante  $100,000 F2YO Dirt 6 Furlongs

Saturday, June 30 The Bashford Manor III $100,000 2YO Dirt 6 Furlongs

CHURCHILL DOWNS STAKES SCHEDULE



CHURCHILL DOWNS MEET BETTING GUIDE   DOWNLOAD THE TWINSPIRES APP & BET CHURCHILL DOWNS

AT A GLANCE

EXOTICS PAYOFF

Exacta 98.02

Daily Double 95.07

Trifecta 784.82

Pick 3 755.26

Superfecta 5,973.67

Pick 4 6,091.11

Pick 5 30,533.57

Pick 6 Jackpot 228,416.79

Super High Five 12,227.28

Distance # Race % Wire Best Style Best Posts

6.0fDirt 79 35% E Rail/Ins 

7.0fDirt 42 21% E/P Outside 

1 MileDirt 52 17% E Middle 

1 1/16mDirt 61 18% E/P Rail/Ins 

Turf Sprint 5 40% E Middle 

Turf Routes 42 10% S Inside

HOT TRAINERS Starts Wins Place Show Avg. Odds Winning Favorites  ‘16-’17 Win %

Casse Mark E. 13 5 1 1 6.60 1 18%

Blair Jordan 5 2 0 0 15.96 1 16%

Margolis Steve 6 2 1 1 16.83 0 15%

COLD TRAINERS Starts Wins Place Show Avg. Odds Beaten Favorites  ‘16-’17 Win %

Lukas D. Wayne 17 0 3 1 22.85 2 10%

COLD JOCKEYS Starts Wins Place Show Avg. Odds Beaten Favorites  ‘16-’17 Win %

Borel Calvin H. 25 0 1 0 25.32 0 7%

Gazader Rayan 18 0 1 1 29.06 0 7%

Camacho, Jr. Samuel 10 0 0 1 27.94 0 5%

Distance # Race % Wire Best Style Best Posts

6.0fDirt 12 25% E/P Outside 

7.0fDirt 6 0% E/P Mid/Out

1 MileDirt 11 18% E/P Inside 

1 1/16mDirt 8 0% P Middle 

Turf Sprint 2 50% P Middle 

Turf Routes 11 9% S Middle

AVG. WINNING ODDS: 5.60 - 1

FAVORITE WIN%: 29% FAVORITE ITM%: 66%

TRACK BIAS MEET (09/15 - 11/26)

WHO’S HOT, WHO’S NOT

TRACK BIAS WEEK (11/20 - 11/26)

A look at the previous full Churchill Downs meet: September 15, 2017 through November 26, 2017
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HOW TO BET THE KENTUCKY DERBY
by TwinSpires Staff

WE’VE ALL HEARD THE CAVEAT “PAST RESULTS 
ARE NOT INDICATIVE OF FUTURE PERFORMANCE.”

That’s certainly true in horse racing, but to a large 
degree horseplayers tend to side with those horses 
that have demonstrated the ability to win a race like 
the one they’re running in today.

The Kentucky Derby, on the other hand, is an 
altogether unique event. Generally comprised of 
the 20 best three-year-olds in the country, virtually 
none will have previously participated in a race with 
this depth of talent nor over 1 1/4 miles. Picking the 
winner and betting the Derby correctly doesn’t exactly 
require a leap of faith, but does involve basing your 
opinions proportionately more on, for lack of a better 
term, potential.

In any given Derby, many bettors will try and eliminate 
from consideration for a top-four finish as many entrants 
as they can and go from there. Unfortunately, that often 
still leaves a lot of horses and exotic combinations to 
deal with and, in the cases of 50-1 shots like Giacomo 
(2005) and Mine That Bird (2009), sometimes without 
the ultimate winner on your ticket(s).

A copious amount of words could be written on 
how to attack wagers like the Exacta, Trifecta, and 
Superfecta in the Kentucky Derby, some of which 
generally require a significant amount of capital to 
cover every base. For the purposes of this piece, 
though, it might be more helpful to look back over the 
past quarter-century of the Kentucky Derby to glean 
clues and insight on what not to overlook from a Win 
betting perspective.

After a two-decade drought that ended in 2000, 
betting favorites have done quite well in the Derby 
since then, with eight winning favorites in the past 
17 years. That’s a clip of nearly 50 percent, which is 
well above the typical racing average of one-third. 
The Derby has actually been won by favorites four 
consecutive years (2013-16), a statistical anomaly not 
seen since the 1970s.

While few serious players like betting favorites, keep 
in mind that the lowest payoff on a Derby-winning 
favorite since 2000 was $6.60, shared by Fusaichi 
Pegasus (2000) and Nyquist (2016). Knowing what 
we know now about horses the quality of California 
Chrome ($7, 2014) and American Pharoah ($7.80, 
2015), their starting prices look like steals. Favored 
winners like Smarty Jones (2004), Street Sense (2007), 

and Orb (2013) all paid between $10-$13. The point 
is if the favorite looks legit and ticks all your boxes, 
don’t worry about the price.

It often pays to respect the form of all last-out prep 
winners, regardless of which race they won and 
when. Good current form is good current form, and 
Charismatic ($64.60, 1999), War Emblem ($43, 2002), 
Barbaro ($14.20, 2006), Animal Kingdom ($43.80, 
2011), and I’ll Have Another ($32.60, 2012) were all 
last-out winners overlooked, from a small extent in the 
case of Barbaro to a great extent with the others.

There is no particular edge to be had differentiating 
between contenders using speed figures/ratings that 
are common currency, but do give credit to horses that 
have run fast enough in the past but perhaps didn’t do 
so in their final preps. Thunder Gulch ($51, 1995) and 
Monarchos ($23, 2001) are both examples of horses 
that were already more or less ready after winning a 
Grade 1 prep (in their cases, the Florida Derby), but 
perhaps weren’t totally cranked to win their final one.

Although some of the famous “Derby Rules” have 
fallen by the wayside recently, ones that have 
persisted include not backing a horse unraced at two 
(Apollo was the last one to win the Derby, way back in 
1882). Another is to steer clear of horses stuck in post 
1. Lookin at Lucky, the beaten favorite in 2010 but who 
went on to be champion that year, lost all hope after 
a rough opening quarter-mile. And for what it’s worth, 
post 17 has never yielded a Derby winner.

Perhaps most importantly, keep your antennae up 
and read as much as you can about every contender’s 
preparations in the two weeks leading up to the 
Derby. A Derby winner’s preparations are typically 
flawless, and rare is it for a horse to overcome a 
missed or less-than-stellar workout, or a minor injury/
illness and still wear the roses. Examples of favorites 
who saw their path interrupted by one thing or 
another were Arazi (1992), Unbridled’s Song (1996), 
and Empire Maker (2003).

The Derby is the most-wagered on horse race in the 
country by a wide margin. Remaining cognizant of 
recent trends and up-to-date developments with every 
entrant is your best bet in approaching the Kentucky 
Derby and betting it through TwinSpires.com.
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